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PREFACE 
This first Oberwolfach Conference on Matrix Theory and Numerical 
Linear Algebra was held in Oberwolfach (Black Forest, West Germany) 
February 20-26, 1983. There were 38 mathematicians, representing the 
countries of Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Israel, the 
Netherlands, and the United States, in attendance at this Conference. 
The Conference brought together researchers from the area of matrix 
theory and numerical linear algebra. Topics discussed at the Conference 
included applications-oriented questions from matrix theory (nonnegative 
matrices, M-matrices, stability, and the theory of norms), as well as results 
from the iterative solution of systems of linear equations, eigenvalue problems, 
and interval arithmetic in linear algebra. 
The congenial and stimulating atmosphere at this meeting, permitting 
personal discussions and exchanges of research ideas, further produced a 
number of new research works. 
This special issue of Linear Algebra and Its Applications is devoted to the 
research papers given at this meeting, and to the research papers inspired by 
participation at this meeting. We heartily thank all those who have contrib- 
uted to this volume, and we look forward to our next meeting in the pleasant 
and conducive surroundings of the Mathematisches Institut! 
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